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exemplary. In addition, it situates this song into the larger soundscape of the Civil 
War, frequently noting the other music being heard and how that compared with 
his object of study. 
Although his conclusions might not be new, the author’s ability to exhaustively 
illustrate through a chronological march along the changing tide of individual 
emotional attachment to a singular musical piece is the true contribution of this 
work. After reading this work, the events of the war appear inseparable from the 
song. “Maryland, My Maryland” proved an able vessel to carry the diverse and 
contradictory expressions Americans in the wartime years most needed to express. 
Ann Ostendorf
Gonzaga University
eyFord, Ryan – White Settler Reserve: New Iceland and the Colonization of the 
Canadian West. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2016. Pp. 272. 
On the face of it, one might think that White Settler Reserve: New Iceland and 
the Colonization of the Canadian West is a retelling of the traditional story of 
“the opening of the West” in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. In this 
deeply researched study, Ryan Eyford certainly recounts the arrival of Icelandic 
migrants to Manitoba and the difficulties they confronted adapting to their new 
environment. But as the title suggests, this ground breaking work is really a study 
of the federal government’s decision to establish colonization reserves for new 
immigrant groups, and how this attempt to create “a new liberal colonial order” 
(p. 9) worked on the ground. Today, we associate reserves with Indigenous spaces. 
In the latter part of the century, land reserves were also a vehicle to encourage group 
settlement of non-English-speaking European migrants who, it was believed, 
needed special tutelage “before they could be entrusted with liberal rights and 
freedoms” (pp. 10-11) and full citizenship. As Eyford persuasively argues, New 
Iceland, established on the shores of Lake Winnipeg, was an “experiment” in 
colonization that tells us a great deal not only about the immigrant experience, but 
also about current understandings of race and space, and the role of the state in 
systematically settling the West.  
The volume is organized both chronologically and topically. The introduction 
clearly and skilfully establishes the many theoretical strands that inform Eyford’s 
investigation: settler colonialism, Ian McKay’s liberal order framework, the role 
of cultural nationalism in shaping individual and state actions, and immigrant and 
indigenous history. Eyford then demonstrates how the two principal actors of this 
story shared a northern dream, but had differing assumptions about how that could 
be achieved. The Icelanders sought their own distinct community where they could 
maintain their language and culture, but they were also determined to become full 
participating subjects in their new home. For its part, the state sought to create a 
future Canada in which “‘the hardy northern races’ would predominate in the new 
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territories” (p. 44). Eyford then deftly explains the intention and inception of the 
colonial reserve system, established by the Mackenzie government as part of the 
Dominion Lands Act. The Icelanders were but one of a number of groups granted 
land collectively, on the understanding that eventually individual households 
would be able to secure title to their own private property. But “land reservation 
and group settlement generated tensions between individual and collective rights, 
integration and segregation, inclusion and exclusion” (p. 48). Within two years 
of their arrival, a number of settlers sought to gain title to their land and were 
increasingly frustrated by the federal government’s unwillingness and inability to 
address their concerns. 
Eyford devotes a chapter to exploring who these settlers actually were, why 
they chose to leave home, and their experiences “carving out a niche for themselves” 
(p. 95) in Canada. Like other nineteenth-century agricultural migrants, they were 
determined to “establish a future for the next generation” (p. 75), a dream that 
was jeopardized by the outbreak of smallpox a year after their arrival (see Chapter 
4). It was months before local officials identified the outbreak “as a problem of 
public health and governance” (p. 109) and sent relief supplies and doctors to 
the community. The government also placed the entire region under quarantine. 
Eyford’s analysis of this tragic episode offers an in-depth look at the relations 
between the state and the settlers, between the settlers and their Indigenous 
neighbours, and the different impact that the epidemic had on residents of New 
Iceland and local Cree and Ojibwa communities. The quarantine “accentuated the 
distance of the Icelanders, both literally and symbolically, from the wider settler 
community” (p. 117), and the difficulty of receiving supplies led to increased 
poverty and a growing disillusionment with government policy. Moreover, 
the epidemic did little to ease relations with Indigenous neighbours. From the 
beginning, the Icelandic reserve was “a dynamic contact zone,” and there was 
“sustained interaction” between settlers and their indigenous neighbours (p. 99). 
There were periodically heated disputes as Icelanders appropriated Indigenous 
lands and encroached on their settlements. Yet some Indigenous peoples assisted 
the colonists before and during the epidemic, although the mortality rate among 
Cree and Ojibwa communities was much higher than in New Iceland. Moreover, 
the coercive power of the state fell more heavily on the Indigenous population than 
on the European settlers. In New Iceland, homes were inspected and disinfected in 
an attempt to eradicate the disease; in Indigenous communities, many homes and 
possessions were burned and, in some cases, settlements disappeared. The result 
was settler colonialism in its starkest form, as these policies cleared the way for 
further white settler encroachment on Indigenous territories. 
One of the most fascinating aspects of this fine book is the chapter that 
explores the life of the community’s unlikely first leader, John Taylor. New 
Iceland was not only a transatlantic story; it was also an imperial and transnational 
one. By bringing together for the first time Taylor the Barbados-born slave master 
with Taylor the Icelandic agent, Eyford highlights how understandings of race and 
culture that were central to the state’s reservation policy had deep and extensive 
tentacles. Taylor was the face of the state in New Iceland and the interpreter of 
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Ottawa’s authority. He saw himself as an agent of civilization and “sought to 
exercise wide-ranging paternal authority over the settlement and the lives of its 
inhabitants” (p. 132). Under his tutelage, the often struggling settlement acquired 
the institutions of civil society, such as schools, local government, and a church, 
Taylor also encouraged residents to keep their distance from their Indigenous 
neighbours. Not surprisingly, he faced growing opposition as various individuals 
went over his head and appealed to Ottawa to gain title to their land or left the 
community altogether. This was not before Taylor and local leaders had established 
their own unique form of local government. Although it was certainly not what has 
often been characterized as a semi-autonomous republic, New Iceland’s municipal 
system became a vehicle for “protest and resistance” (p. 146) both inside and 
outside the colony and “contributed to the integration of the colony … into the 
institutional and political framework of Canada” (p. 143).
One of White Settler Reserve’s many strengths is Eyford’s ability to weave 
together a discussion and analysis of state emigration and settlement policy with 
what settlers encountered on the ground. We follow individuals and households, 
Icelandic and Indigenous, and government bureaucrats and politicians as they 
negotiated the terms of this new liberal order. Throughout the book, Eyford 
sensitively highlights the parallels, as well as the sharp differences, between 
colonial and Indigenous reserves, and reminds us that it is important “to 
recognise the internal complexity” (p. 191) within each. White Settler Reserve 
is a sophisticated and persuasive consideration of the interplay of liberalism, 
colonization, and emigration, and of that “dialectic process between the centre and 
the periphery” (p.191) that was an integral part of the iconic story of the settlement 
of the Canadian West. 
Jane Errington
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L’enjeu de la reconnaissance des peuples autochtones est présentement un sujet 
chaud au Canada. Dans Reconnaissance et exclusion des peuples autochtones au 
Québec, l’historien Camil Girard et le géographe Carl Brisson retracent l’histoire 
du statut politique et juridique des notions de « territoires » et de « peuples » 
autochtones au Québec. Pour eux, les Européens ont d’abord formellement 
reconnu la souveraineté des peuples autochtones. Toutefois, au XIXe siècle, 
cette approche aurait été abandonnée par les autorités au profit d’une politique 
discriminatoire et spoliatrice. Enfin, dans les années 1980, l’État québécois 
légitima les revendications nationales des Autochtones. Cet ouvrage s’inscrit 
dans la continuité d’un autre livre de Girard et Brisson, Nistassinan – Notre 
